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94. We have now with some trouble framed such a system for your
better government as must in our opinion produce considerable and lasting
advantages to us and all our subjects at Calcutta, and in a few years render
it a greater and flourishing colony, provided these our orders are carried into
execution with that zeal, application and fidelity which you owe to your
employers. ^ And we here make this positive declaration to all our servants
from the highest to the lowest, that whoever dares to break through, deviate
from, or neglects the several rules here laid down, shall most assuredly be
dismissed our service, excepting however such parts as you our Governour
and Council may deem impracticable or detrimental, and in these cases you
are to assign us your reasons, full and explicit.
1 95. It appears to us the clearest method to range our regulations under
distinct heads, and therefore we will begin with that most extensive branch
the Zemindary. This post with great part of its power we judge fit to abolish
or rather separate, and in its stead we substitute an office, the head of which
must be called Collector of Rents and Revenues under whose management
are to be the following articles:
Ground rent                                     Damar and oakum farm
Duty on sale of houses                     Sallamy on new sloops and boats
Do sale of sloops and boats              Commission on mortgage bonds
Do sale of slaves                               Duty collected on the out towns
Pettahs                                              Duty on burthened oxen
Ground  overplus                              Bang shops farm
Glass makers' farm                          Red lead         do
Vermillion         do                            Salt                 do
Fire work          do                            The arrack farm.
Tobacco shops do
The thirty eight villages ceded to us by the Nabob or whatever may
be those acquisitions.
96. These are all the powers of the Zemindary that are to exist under
the Collector. The damar and oakum farm seems to be a heavy tax upon
the trader. If we are right in this conjecture strike it off the list, and we also
direct the following alterations:
First: All farms in future are to be put up to public sale by our Gover-
nour and Council and not by the Collector.
Secondly: Regular books are to be kept of the revenues etc. by the Col-
lector and transmitted us annually. Monthly accounts are to be delivered
the Board and the ballances punctually paid into the treasury.
Third: Tke Zemindar heretofore determined all differences and disputes
betwixt the casts and fined at his pleasure, and such fines composed the
etlack. We now order that the aggrieved in all cases apply by petition for
redress to the Governour. He in the margin, of each petition must name
arbitrators and Underwrite it to our Collector to have the same carried into
execution, and reported back to him. The Collector then, in obedience to this
order, is to summon' the arbitrators, direct a speedy decision, and when they
ireturn their opinion the Collector is to deliver it to the Governour who con-
firms it with such fine as he shall judge proper, and this deepen fe to be placed